
NOVEMBER 

AND 

DECEMBER 

2011 

Special points 

of interest: 

¶ Pastorôs    

Corner 

¶ Serving in 

worship 

¶ Calendar for 

November and 

December 

¶ News you can 

use 

First United Methodist Church 

  Now is the time of the year that we keep hearing the word holiday.  As in, 

what are you doing for the holidays? Have you done your holiday shopping?  Did you 

hear about that the holiday special being offered? Have you sent your holiday cards yet?  

I personally like to remember the origin of the word holiday. It is a contraction from Old 

English of the words holy and day.   This makes me question life a bit differently:  so 

what are you doing for the holy days?  How will you celebrate the holy days?  Why are 

we celebrating these holy days?  Yes, holiday, or holy day, was originally connected with 

a religious observance (such as Christmas or Epiphany), but in modern days the meaning 

has come to include national observances (such as Thanksgiving or Labor Day).   

 For me each day is a holy day, each day is to be set apart for God and lived so 

Godôs love can be more fully known in my life and in our world.  Society is always     

placing pressure on us to live and be a certain way, and we must always remember that 

we are sacred persons of worth to our God and we are called to live each day to bring 

glory to our God.  It often seems during November and December of each year, the     

demands increase for how we are supposed to live and celebrate life. From making sure 

we get the best Black Friday deals, to trying to coordinate the most special and meaning-

ful time with loved ones, to finding the perfect gift, we can sometimes get distracted from 

the way God intends us to celebrate each holy day God has given us. 

 As your pastor and your friend I want to challenge you to think about the holy 

days of November and December (which are every day, because God has given us each 
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The  

Serenity 

Prayer 

ñGod grant me  

the serenity 

to accept the 

things I  

cannot change,  

the  courage 

to change  

the things I can, 

and the  

wisdom  

to know the  

difference.ò 

R. Niebuhr 

 

 

 

day as a holy day to live for God) in new ways this year. As we together focus on     

receiving the gift of life in Jesus Christ more fully this year, I want you to think about 

three things you will do differently this Advent season.  I want you to be sure those 

three things you name bring renewed hope and faith to yourself and the world, rather 

than depleting energy and bank accounts.  For example, you could say: ñInstead of 

spending all day Saturday shopping for the perfect gifts, I will spend Saturday morning 

having coffee and devotion with someone for whom I havenôt made time for lately.ò   

Or ñinstead of focusing our familyôs efforts on making sure everyone has the perfect 

gift that will add more stuff to our house, we will make a time to volunteer together.ò 

Or ñInstead of spending hours upon hours decorating the house and tree, I or we will 

spend 10 minutes a day doing and Advent devotional and being in Godôs Wordò   

 

 One Scripture passage that inspires me to live each day as a holy day is Romans 

13:14, in which we are called to clothe ourselves in Jesus Christ.  May we live each 

holy day focused on living into eternal hope, carrying and sharing that eternal hope 

(Jesus Christ) for others, and knowing deep in our hearts that no matter what we are 

going through, we are never alone. And as we live each holy day, may we remember 

that God will break through all the circumstances of our world and our lives and shed 

Godôs brilliant light of salvation.   

  

Your sister in Christ, Pastor Paula      

 

Cell: 630-441-3179 (please use this when possible!) 

Parsonage: 630-422-7370 

Email: revpaulacv@comcast.net 

Facebook: Pastora Cripps-Vallejo  

 

 

PASTORôS CORNER (cont)... 
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER  

Please hold the following persons in your hearts and prayers: 

Earlene Allen, Jane Spradling, Ethel Larsen, Thelma Enthof, Jill and           

Peter Bloode, Eric Bensen (Marian Johnsonôs brother), Patti Steffensenôs 

family for better health and safety, Barbara Pope and Pete (Betty Chalupaôs 

sister), Bea Walter (Marian Johnsonôs aunt),  Kathy Langstraat, Lynn Parsons 

(Bonnie Parsonôs daughter-in-law), Clark Galloway, Marge Bensen (Marianôs 

sister), Jerry Reuss ((Shirleyôs brother), Kim Hansen (Nancyôs friend), Nancy 

Bartlett, Carl Kutzner, Jr., Bob Burritt, Joyce Jurgensen, Sean Miller (Pattiôs 

son-in-law), Wanda Post, Sandra Straus (Lauri Pageôs mom) and Marge 

Wingler (Jeff Williamôs mom).   

Prayers of sympathy:                                                                                          

 For the family of Debi Kahne and family at the loss of Bill Snider.        

 For Cheryl Hansen at the loss of her Uncle Don.   

 

Our Church Vision and Ministry;                                                                                          

  The weary and unemployedé                                                                                                

   Our men and women in uniformsé                                                                                       

    Our Community, our Nation and our World! 

 

Prayer is less about changing the world,                            

  And more about changing ourselves.  

Be 

of  

good 

Courage. 

 

During  

trying 

times, 

keep 

trying! 
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If          
you 

change    
the      
way     
you     
look       
at     

things,   
the   

things   
you     
look       
at   

change. 

BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER 

 

6  Jill Bloode 

  Billy Mogk 

8  Christine Garcia 

  Chloe Uysaloglu 

9  Thomas James 

10  Devon Thomas 

11  Connie Argier 

13  Shirley Reuss 

14  Trudy Sulita 

18  Vincent Campione Jr. 

20  Romel Sales 

22  Marilyn Suter 

23  Meghann Post 

24  Ryan Sales  
26  Virginia Morgano 

28  Sara Solis 

    DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER 

23      David & Monica Spradling 

26      Jeff & Tami Idelman 

DECEMBER 

28       Leonard & Marilyn Solis 

2  Gerry Fleer 

5  Michael Gill 

8  Marian Johnson 

  Marlene Rohlfing 

10  Samantha Gill 

11  Tracy Rhinerson Diaz 

12  Betty Britton 

13  Marge Budsberg 

14  John Smolinski Jr. 

19  Erol Uysalogu 

  Bob Sladek 

20  Tom Sulita 

21  Jeff Saiger 

24  Anna Smolinski 

26  Charles Gill 

28  Patricia Steffensen 



SERVING IN WORSHIP 

November 6, 2011 

Holy Communion 

Greeters:  Janis and Jeff Williams 

Altar Flowers:  Art Bensen 

 

November 13, 2011:  

Greeters:  Brian and Michelle Maki 

Liturgist:  Shirley Reuss 

 

November 20, 2011:  

Holy Communion 

Greeters:  Sally Burritt, Edna Mikusch 

Liturgist:  Marian Johnson 

Altar Flowers:  Marlene Rohlfing 

 

November 27, 2011:  

Holy Communion 

Ushers:  Bob Burritt, Damon Bruce,  

 Tom Sulita 

Greeters:  Betty Cesar, Betty Chalupa 

Liturgist:  Helen Hunt 

Coffee AndéPotluck  

 (Hanging of the Greens) 

 

December 4, 2011 

Holy Communion 

Preacher: Rev. Oscar Carrasco 

Liturgist:  Brian Kruschke 

Ushers:  Joshua Benes, Bob Burritt,  

 Tom James 

Greeters:  Mary Jo Chisholm, Lucy James 

Altar Flowers:  Mike & Samantha Gill 

 Birthdays 

Coffee AndéOPEN 

November and December, 2011 

 

December 11, 2011 

Holy Communion 

Ushers:  Guy Galloway, Dave Kruschke, 

 Brian Kruschke 

Greeters:  Betty Britton, Helen Hunt 

Liturgist:  Marlene Rohlfing 

Altar Flowers:   

Coffee AndéBell Choir Spaghetti 

 Luncheon  
 

December 18, 2011:  

Holy Communion 

Ushers: Susan Bruce, Julie Nearing, 

 Barb Kruschke 

Greeters:  Judy and Steve Rohn 

Liturgist:  Ian Johnson 

Altar Flowers:  Tom Sulitaôs Birthday 

Coffee AndéThe Sulitaôs and Benesô  

         in honor of Tomôs birthday 
 

December 25, 2011:  

Holy Communion 

Ushers:  Chuck Bettilyon, Nick Bettilyon 

Greeters:  Fran Keto, Patti Steffenson 

Liturgist:  Shirley Reuss 

Altar Flowers:  Charles Gillôs Birthday 

In memory of Art Kraakôs Birthday 

Coffee And...NO COFFEE AND... 

 

 

What would  

life be 

if we 

had  

no  

Faith  

to  

attempt  

anything? 
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NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 

It is the  

greatest  

mistake  

to do  

nothing  

because  

you can 

only do 

a little.. 

do  

what you  

can! HANGING OF THE GREENS 

 Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 27th 

Immediately following worship we will have a Potluck Luncheon.   

Following the luncheon we will be decorating the inside and outside of 

church to prepare for the Advent Season.   

We hope you can bring a dish and help us get in the spirit of the season! 

ADVENT 2011-ñOUTSIDE THE BOXò 

 The holy season of Advent begins Sunday, November 27th.  And 

as we prepare our hearts and minds for Christmas, we are getting ready 

to celebrate the gift that cannot be contained (the love of God made  

real for us in Jesus Christ).  For the four Sundays of Advent we will be 

thinking and dreaming together ñOutside the Boxò.  Jesus came to us 

as a weak baby, to an ordinary family without power. The manger that 

cradled him was as far ñoutside the boxò of the expected as one could 

imagine (especially for the Savior of the World).   

 As you are able, please make an intentional effort to be present 

each Sunday of our Advent journey. We will light the Advent wreath, 

study Scripture, pray together and sing praises to our God in order to 

ready our hearts and minds to step ñoutside the boxò of our comfort 

zones and celebrate the gift that cannot be contained each day of our 

lives! 
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...MORE NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Faith 

conquers  

all  

fears 

and 

Evils. 

A  

moment  

and  

then it 

is goneé. 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP TIME 

 Itôs that time of year already! On an annual basis each fall we 

set a budget for the next year, and we must always remember that 

the   annual budget is about ministry and mission, not dollars.  Our       

Finance Ministry team guides us to set realistic goals that help us to 

support our people and our programs, and helps our congregation 

live out the global mission of the United Methodist Church ñto make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the worldò.  In  

order for the Finance Ministry team to set a budget that helps us live 

out our vision we invite those who are able to make financial      

commitments for 2012.   

 Some in our congregation may be able to maintain their      

current giving, others may be able to ñstep upò and give a bit more 

than this year, and others are truly in a ñfinancial jamò and cannot 

offer a    financial contribution for this next year.  Wherever you are 

on the spectrum is fine, and your ability or inability to give            

financially does not impact your faithfulness to God and Godôs   

people.  And as you are able we invite you to turn in a ñpledge cardò 

that lays out for our financial team what you feel you will be able to 

contribute financially for 2012. We also will be collecting cards that 

outline what you are able to offer our congregation with your pray-

ers, presence, gifts, service and witness. See Pastor Paula for details.  

May God guide us as we live out the vision God has for us! 
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CHARGE CONFERENCE WITH DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

 A reminder that on Wednesday, November 30th at 7pm we will 

gather with our District Superintendent, Rev. Oscar Carrasco to celebrate 

this past year of ministry as a congregation and to celebrate the vision for 

the next year of our life together as a church family.   

All are welcome to attend!! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARSé. 

BELL CHOIR CONCERT AND LUNCHEON 

 Immediately following worship on December 11th the Bell Choir 

will host a spaghetti luncheon celebrating the season with beautiful songs 

and a sing-along!  We will be celebrating the birth of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  There will be a free-will offering taken that day to help the choir 

purchase shirts to wear while performing.   

 Remember too, if you would like to donate a song in honor or 

memory of a loved one, the cost is $30 and your loved ones name will be 

added to the plaque that is in the fellowship hall.   

 We hope you will be able to join us and celebrate the óreason for 

the seasonô and share in some good food, good friends, and good music.   

 

ñMake 

A  

Joyful 

Noise 

Until  

The 

Lord 

All  

Ye  

Landsò 

LADIES TEA 

 Join us on Dec. 2 @ 7pm for a program featuring 

Virginia Lefler, followed by refreshments. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATIONS 

 We will be celebrating the gift that cannot be contained: Jesus 

Christ, Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace, as a church family.  All are wel-

come to a Christmas Eve service on Saturday, December 24th at 7pm, 

with a time of fellowship following worship.  Also, we will gather togeth-

er on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th for our regular worship time 

at 10am to celebrate the ultimate gift of love! At both services we will 

celebrate the sacrament of communion together.  Be sure to invite neigh-

bors, family and friends to these holy celebrations.   

NEW YEARôS AND EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS 

 We get to ring in the New Year in worship together on Sunday, 

January 1st, 2012.  We will reflect together on John Wesleyôs ñCovenant 

Renewal Serviceò as we commit a new year of our lives to Christ.  And 

on Sunday, January 8th, we will celebrate Epiphany/Day of the Kings 

and offer the gifts of our lives to be used for the glory of God! 

WITH THANKS  

 Thank you church for your expressions of concern, your cards, 

and prayers after my three day hospital treatment for pneumonia and 

irregular heartbeat while in the hospital.  Thanks you to Sally who 

called hospitals until she found me, and thank you to Lucy for the       

delicious home made soup. 

Edna Mikusch  


